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Abstract

Introduction: Child labor is one of the major social problems. However, this phenomenon is
associated with sexual child abuse, which has an inevitable consequence on mental health.
Therefore, the aim of current study was to compare aggression and anxiety in child labor with and
without sexual child abuse.

Methods: This study was a descriptive comparative research. Sixty children with sexual child abuse
and 60 without sexual child abuse were selected through convenience sampling method in Tehran,
Iran in 2016. The measuring instruments were Children's Inventory of Anger (ChlA, 2000) and the
Spence Children's Anxiety Scale (SCAS, 1998). Data was analyzed utilizing multivariate analysis
of variance (MANOVA).

Results: The results indicated that there was a significant difference between anxiety (F = 14.427,
P = 0.0001) and aggression (F = 16.248, P = 0.0001) in child labor with and without sexual child
abuse (P < 0.001).

Conclusions: These findings emphasize that sexual child abuse should be considered as one of the
several risk factors to increase anxiety and aggression, which can also intensify the level of anxiety
and aggression among the child labor community.
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